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Visually stunning Computed-Tomography (CT) scans from bird carcasses and the
study thereof - Jessie Atterholt, graduate student in the Department of Integrative
Biology at the University of California, Berkeley.
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Editor’s Message November/December 2012

% my earliest memories, I've always had a
fascination with birds. My avicultural interests

began in the 1970’s as a child. For me, going
to a zoo or wildlife park was much better than a trip to Disneyland or any
sporting event. I also loved tropical fish at the time so a trip to Sea World
was practically nirvana for me. The aquarium displays fascinated me,
but I was mesmerized by the fantastic collection of waterfowl and other
birds at the park. I still vividly remember the news reports in the 1980’s of
the development of the Penguin Encounter at Sea World, and later, the
successful hatching and rearing of an Emperor Penguin. I was in awe at the
lengths Sea World went to to build this facility and bring back penguin eggs
from Antarctica to establish the world’s first Emperor Penguin breeding
colony outside the Antarctic, but I was just as amazed at the display of
Puffins, Auks and other northern hemisphere seabirds right next to the
penguin enclosure. Everything was first-class and beautifully displayed and
still is 30 years later. It’s a testament to the passion and drive that created it.

Throughout that time, I had heard about Frank Todd, who managed the
Sea World bird collection and who was the mastermind behind the epic
Penguin Encounter. Antarctic explorer, aviculturist extraordinaire, author
and photographer — I thought of him as some sort of mythical figure. Fast
forward to about 2005, and I find myself working with the very same Frank
Todd along with Jerry Jennings to create the ASA Aviculture Educational
Conferences. What an unexpected privilege it is for me to actually get to
work with Frank whose passion for birds and aviculture is an inspiration to
me and many others. That passion is still very much alive and well.

Frank gave a talk at the 2013 ASA Conference in Long Beach, CA that
became the inspiration for this issue of the Avicultural Bulletin. His

talk featured a sampling of his photographs of birds he’s worked with in
zoological settings as well as birds he’s encountered in the wild during his
many travels. Frank’s knowledge and passion for birds was clearly conveyed
to the audience during his talk, but I also think the passion comes though
with just the images alone. The photos show the incredible beauty and
diversity of birds. In order to allow that message to come through as clearly
as possible, we’ve decided to try something different and let the images do
all the talking this time. I hope you will also find inspiration while enjoying
Frank’s photos in the following pages.

Steve Duncan

Avicultural Bulletin Editor
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Introduction to Frank Todd
Jerry Jennings, Emerald Forest Bird Gardens

Frank Todd is one of the most
accomplished Aviculturists of all
time. Born and raised in Panama,
Frank began his career on all fours
scouring the rainforest floor for
reptiles and amphibians. Once

old enough to walk, he looked up
and noticed a multitude of colorful
neotropical birds flying around
overhead and thus began his study
of avifauna.

After graduation from Balboa High
School in the Panama Canal Zone,
where his family lived, he moved to
Missoula, Montana to study forestry
at the University of Montana, where
he graduated in 1965. That same
year he moved to Los Angeles where
he became a Zoological Preparator
at the L.A. County Museum of Natural
History and shortly thereafter the
Curator of Birds at the new Los
Angeles Zoo. In 1972 Frank moved
to Sea World of San Diego where he
served as Corporate Curator of Birds
for the Sea World parks in California,
Ohio and Florida. From 1985 to 1988
he was Corporate Vice-president

of Animal Services, Aviculture and
Research at all Sea World Parks
including Cypress Gardens.

During his career, Frank succeeded
in breeding more species of birds
for the first time in captivity than
any other human being. His
accomplishments stretched from
several species of toucans, Great
Tinamou, and the Harpy Eagle at
the L.A. Zoo to numerous species
of Penguins, shags, Atlantic Puffin,
Light-footed Clapper Rail and many

g

more. While at Sea World Frank
conceived, designed and built the
popular Penguin Encounters and
made many trips to the Antarctic to
collect penguins and later penguin
eggs to stock these state of the art
exhibits.

Today Frank works as a polar
biologist and the on board

lecturer on the MS Expedition for

G Adventures - a major adventure
travel enterprise. He spends

four of our winter months in the
Antarctic and four months in our
summer in the high Arctic educating
adventurers on polar ecology.

Frank is considered a foremost
authority on the Antarctic, penguins
and waterfowl and has written and
published seven books on these
subjects with four more in the works.
He is the recipient of numerous
awards and grants, including

one from the National Science
Foundation to build the Penguin
Encounters, so penguins could be
studied up close without suffering
the hardships of Antarctica.

Frank is a noted wildlife
photographer whose work has
appeared in numerous magazines
and journals and is a prolific
contributor to scientific journals

and lay publications. He is a noted
lecturer and has traveled the world in
pursuit of his interests.
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ASA Member Clubs

Central California Avian Society Finch Society of San Diego
PO Box 5067, Fresno, CA 93755 P.O. Box 1297 Fallbrook, CA 92088
www.ccasbirds.com www finchsocietyofsandiego.org

North County Aviculturists

P.O.Box 461272 Escondido, CA Orange County Bird Breeders
92046 P.O.Box 1769
chazasmith@gmail.com Costa Mesa, CA 92628-1769
Capitol City Bird Society www.ocbirdbreeders.com
P.0.Box 41221 Sacramento, CA
95841 West Los Angeles Bird Club
webmaster@capitalcitybird.org 531 Main St #133

L. El Segundo, CA 90245-3006
Pyrrhura Breeders Association www.westlabirdclub.com
www.pyrrhurabreedersassociation. ' '
com
Norco Valley Bird Club

Acadiana Bird Club P.O.Box 65 Norco, CA 92860
Lafayette, LA

acadianabirdinc@hotmail.com Sequoia Budgerigar Society

Arizona Avicultural Society Sonora, CA
P.O. Box 26899 parrots@sonnet.com
Phoenix, AZ 85068
Jfreiki@cox.net

The Foreign Bird League

The Premier Foreign Bird Keeping Society in the UK
Founded 1932
Overseas membership for 2012 £1800 (to be paid in sterling)
Please visit our website to download a membership form and check on
the latest membership fees.
www.foreignbirdleague.com

ASA Aftiliations

The Avicultural Society of America is proudly affiliated with:
American Dove Association,
American Federation of Aviculture
LoryLeague.org
National Animal Interest Alliance
National Finch and Softbill Society
Zoological Association of America
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AVICULTURAL SOCIETY of AMERICA HONOR ROLL

Patron
Diane Bock, Pacific Palisades, CA
Roger Bringas, Mutations Unlimited,
N. Hollywood, CA
Mike Chiaromonte, Consolidated Seed & Pet
Inc., Buena Park, CA
Bill Coleman, Carpenteria, CA
Jennifer & Alex Culp, Huntington Beach, CA
Sheldon L. Dingle, editor, author, Alhambra, CA
Steve Duncan, Avian Resources, San Dimas, CA
Lynn Hall, Camarillo, CA
Helen Hanson, Riverside, CA
M. Jean Hessler, graphic artist, Huron, OH
Clint & Marcelle Hufford, Fountain Valley, CA
Jerry Jennings, Emerald Forest Bird Gardens,
Fallbrook, CA
Dave & Tammy Kramer, DJ Feathers Aviary, Fairfax,
VA
Mitsuo Kuribara, Sayama City, Japan
Ivo Lazzeroni, West Covina, CA
Bruce Leach, Leach Grain & Milling Co., Downey, CA
Wendy Maclean Soderman, Huntington Beach, CA
Sigie Meyer, El Monte, CA
Frank Miser, Jr., Magnolia Bird Farm, Riverside, CA

Frank Miser, Sr., Magnolia Bird Farm, Anaheim, CA
Connie & Mickey Ollson, Wildlife World Zoo &
Aquarium, Litchfield Park, AZ
Dick Schroeder, Avian Enterprises, Escondido, CA
Wm. N Smith, CT.C, Inc,, Los Angeles, CA
Helen Teunissen, Riverside, CA

Benefactor
Pamela Bompart, Jefferson City, MT
Tony Bright, Limestone, TN

Contributing Members
Eric Antheunisse, Cedar Hill Birds, Acampo, CA
Laurie Baker, Feathered Follies, Concord, CA
Barry & Pat Fouts, Florahome, FL
Scott Karlene, Lahser Interspecies
Foundation, Bloomfield, MI
Phyllis Levine, Seal Beach, CA
John McMichael, Tampa, FL
Linda & Bill Nichelmann, Citrus Heights, CA
Mary Nogare, Snoqualmie, WA
Michele Raffin, Los Altos, CA
Natasha Schischakin, Houston, TX
Vasco Silva, Riverdale, CA

ASA SUSTAINING Members

Madge & Deborah Adams, Long Beach, CA
Lloyd Aschberger, Willis, TX
Hannah Bailey, Houston Zoo, Houston, TX
Gloria Balaban, Shady Pines Aviary, Lake Worth, FL
Bob Bonner, Vancouver, WA
John Del Rio, Shingletown, CA
June D DiCiocco, North Augusta, SC
Richard Dickinson, Sun City, AZ
Bob Ervin, Alta Loma, CA
Lauri Grigg, Houston, TX
Gene Hall, Vacaville, CA
Sherilyn Hanna, Exotic Endeavors, Moorpark, CA

Ingrid Harrington, Costa Mesa, CA
Richard Heebner, Worcester, PA
Sally Huntington, San Diego, CA

Paul Kao, Northridge, CA
Tiffany Latino, Roseville, CA
John L. Lewis, Carson, CA
Julie Murad, Elizabeth, CO
Susan Rollins, Chula Vista, CA
Arnold & Debbie Schouten, Port Angeles, WA
Katy Secor, North Chelsmford, MA
Carol Stanley, Vacaville, CA
Renee Weber, Lancaster, CA

New Members

Drew Foster
Phoenix, AZ

John Sills
Phoenix, AZ

Edith Gunville
New Caney, TX

Pete Stohr
Temple City, CA

Gregory Sercel
Pasadena, CA

Jade Brekenridge
Venice, CA
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8990 Cerritos Ave., Anaheim, CA 92804
714-527-3387

(Closed Tor vacation first two weeks of July)

12200 Magnolia Ave., Riverside, CA 92503
951-276-0878

(Closed for vacation first two weeks of August)

Cpen 9 to 5 daily, Closed Sun. Mon. and holidays
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