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Editor’s Message                                                              November/December 2012

F	             
rom my earliest memories, I’ve always had a 
fascination with birds. My avicultural interests 
began in the 1970’s as a child. For me, going 

to a zoo or wildlife park was much better than a trip to Disneyland or any 
sporting event. I also loved tropical fish at the time so a trip to Sea World 
was practically nirvana for me. The aquarium displays fascinated me, 
but I was mesmerized by the fantastic collection of waterfowl and other 
birds at the park. I still vividly remember the news reports in the 1980’s of 
the development of the Penguin Encounter at Sea World, and later, the 
successful hatching and rearing of an Emperor Penguin. I was in awe at the 
lengths Sea World went to to build this facility and bring back penguin eggs 
from Antarctica to establish the world’s first Emperor Penguin breeding 
colony outside the Antarctic, but I was just as amazed at the display of 
Puffins, Auks and other northern hemisphere seabirds right next to the 
penguin enclosure. Everything was first-class and beautifully displayed and 
still is 30 years later. It’s a testament to the passion and drive that created it.   

Throughout that time, I had heard about Frank Todd, who managed the 
Sea World bird collection and who was the mastermind behind the epic 
Penguin Encounter. Antarctic explorer, aviculturist extraordinaire, author 
and photographer – I thought of him as some sort of mythical figure. Fast 
forward to about 2005, and I find myself working with the very same Frank 
Todd along with Jerry Jennings to create the ASA Aviculture Educational 
Conferences. What an unexpected privilege it is for me to actually get to 
work with Frank whose passion for birds and aviculture is an inspiration to 
me and many others. That passion is still very much alive and well. 

Frank gave a talk at the 2013 ASA Conference in Long Beach, CA that 
became the inspiration for this issue of the Avicultural Bulletin. His 
talk featured a sampling of his photographs of birds he’s worked with in 
zoological settings as well as birds he’s encountered in the wild during his 
many travels. Frank’s knowledge and passion for birds was clearly conveyed 
to the audience during his talk, but I also think the passion comes though 
with just the images alone. The photos show the incredible beauty and 
diversity of birds. In order to allow that message to come through as clearly 
as possible, we’ve decided to try something different and let the images do 
all the talking this time. I hope you will also find inspiration while enjoying 
Frank’s photos in the following pages.

Steve Duncan

Avicultural Bulletin Editor
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Frank Todd is one of the most 
accomplished Aviculturists of all 
time.  Born and raised in Panama, 
Frank began his career on all fours 
scouring the rainforest floor for 
reptiles and amphibians.  Once 
old enough to walk, he looked up 
and noticed a multitude of colorful 
neotropical birds flying around 
overhead and thus began his study 
of avifauna.  

After graduation from Balboa High 
School in the Panama Canal Zone, 
where his family lived, he moved to 
Missoula, Montana to study forestry 
at the University of Montana, where 
he graduated in 1965.  That same 
year he moved to Los Angeles where 
he became a Zoological Preparator 
at the L.A. County Museum of Natural 
History and shortly thereafter the 
Curator of Birds at the new Los 
Angeles Zoo.  In 1972 Frank moved 
to Sea World of San Diego where he 
served as Corporate Curator of Birds 
for the Sea World parks in California, 
Ohio and Florida .  From 1985 to 1988 
he was Corporate Vice-president 
of Animal Services, Aviculture and 
Research at all Sea World Parks 
including Cypress Gardens.

During his career, Frank succeeded 
in breeding more species of birds 
for the first time in captivity than 
any other human being.  His 
accomplishments stretched from 
several species of toucans, Great 
Tinamou, and the Harpy Eagle at 
the L.A. Zoo to numerous species 
of Penguins, shags, Atlantic Puffin, 
Light-footed Clapper Rail and many 

more.  While at Sea World Frank 
conceived, designed and built the 
popular Penguin Encounters and 
made many trips to the Antarctic to 
collect penguins and later penguin 
eggs to stock these state of the art 
exhibits.

Today Frank works as a polar 
biologist and the on board 
lecturer on the MS Expedition for 
G Adventures - a major adventure 
travel enterprise.  He spends 
four of our winter months in the 
Antarctic and four months in our 
summer in the high Arctic educating 
adventurers on polar ecology.

Frank is considered a foremost 
authority on the Antarctic, penguins 
and waterfowl and has written and 
published seven books on these 
subjects with four more in the works.  
He is the recipient of numerous 
awards and grants, including 
one from the National Science 
Foundation to build the Penguin 
Encounters, so penguins could be 
studied up close without suffering 
the hardships of Antarctica.

Frank is a noted wildlife 
photographer whose work has 
appeared in numerous magazines 
and journals and is a prolific 
contributor to scientific journals 
and lay publications.  He is a noted 
lecturer and has traveled the world in 
pursuit of his interests.

 

Introduction to Frank Todd
Jerry Jennings, Emerald Forest Bird Gardens
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PARADISE TANAGER TANGARA CHILENSIS

SPANGLED COTINGA 
COTINGA CAYANA

ANDEAN COCK-OF-THE-ROCK SCARLET MALE 
RUPICOLA PERUVIANUS
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POMPADOUR COTINGA XIPHOLENA PUNICEA
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ANDEAN COCK-OF-THE-ROCK SCARLET MALE 
RUPICOLA PERUVIANUS

ANDEAN COCK-OF-THE-ROCK ORANGE 
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PURPLISH-BACKED JAY CYANOCORAX BEECHEII

WOVEN NESTS AND INSET PHOTO OF MONTEZUMA 
OROPENDOLA PSAROCOLIUS MONTEZUMA

OVENBIRD SEIURUS AUROCAPILLA  9 
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FORK-TAILED FLYCATCHER TYRANNUS SAVANA
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YELLOW-LEGGED HONEYCREEPER CYANERPES CAERULEUS

YELLOW-CROWNED EUPHONIA EUPHONIA LUTEICAPILLA



EMERALD TANAGER TANGARA FLORIDA
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GREEN HONEYCREEPER CHLOROPHANES SPIZA

BLUE-NAPED CHLOROPHONIA CHLOROPHONIA CYANEA
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RESPLENDENT QUETZAL PHAROMACHRUS MOCINNO
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GUIRA CUCKOO GUIRA GUIRA
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GOLDEN-HOODED TANAGER 
TANGARA LARVATA

WHITE-TAILED TROGON 
TROGON CHIONURUS

HOATZIN OPISTHOCOMUS HOAZIN

KEY WEST QUAIL-DOVE GEOTRYGON 
CHRYSIA

BLUE-GREY TANAGER THRAUPIS EPISCOPUS





ORINOCO GOOSE NEOCHEN JUBATA
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BLACK SKIMMER RYNCHOPS NIGER

BLACK-NECKED SWAN CYGNUS MELANCORYPHUS



 SOUTHERN OR CRESTED SCREAMER CHAUNA TORQUATA 
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  INCA TERN LAROSTERNA INCA
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ANDEAN GOOSE GOSLINGS CHLOEPHAGA MELANOPTERA

ANDEAN GOOSE CHLOEPHAGA MELANOPTERA  23 



BROAD-BILLED MOTMOT ELECTRON PLATYRHYNCHUM
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RUDDY-HEADED GOOSE CHLOEPHAGA 
RUBIDICEPS  KELP GOOSE CHLOEPHAGA 

FALKLAND STEAMER DUCK TACHYERES 
BRACHYPTERUS

CHILEAN TORRENT DUCK 
MERGANETTA ARMATA 

ASHY-HEADED GOOSE CHLOEPHAGA POLIOCEPHALA
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SOUTHERN LAPWING  VANELLUS CHILENSIS
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PURPLE GALLINULE PORPHYRIO MARTINICUS

WATTLED JACANA                                
JACANA JACANA

RED-FRONTED COOT FULICULA RUFIFRONS



HORNED GUAN OREOPHASIS DERBIANUS
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YELLOW-KNOBBED CURRASOW FEMALE 
CRAX DAUBENTONIFEW
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SUN BITTERN EURYPYGA HELIAS CREAM-BACKED WOODPECKER 
CAMPEPHILUS LEUCOPOGON

OCELLATED TURKEY MELEAGRUS OCELLATA
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 LONG-WATTLED UMBRELLABIRD CEPHALOPTERUS 
PENDULIGER

WHITE-WINGED TRUMPETER PSOPHIA LEUCOPTERA BLACK-CHEEKED WOODPECKER 
MELANERPES PUCHERANI

WATTLED JACANA CHICK JACANA JACANA
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TOCO TOUCAN RAMPHASTOS TOCO

BLUE-THROATED EMERALD TOUCANETTE 
AULACORHYNCHUS CAERULEOGULARIS

YELLOW-RIDGED (CHANNEL-BILLED) TOUCAN 
RAMPHASTOS VITELLINUS

GUIANAN TOUCANET 
SELENIDERA PIPERIVORA

PLATE-BILLED MOUNTAIN TOUCAN 
ANDIGENA LAMINIROSTRIS
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OCO TOUCAN RAMPHASTOS TOCO

PALE-MANDIBLED ARACARI PTEROGLOSSUS ERYTHROPYGIUS
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KING VULTURE SARCORAMPHUS PAPA

KING VULTURE CHICK SARCORAMPHUS PAPA
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ANDEAN CONDOR VULTURE GRYPHUS
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HARPY EAGLE HARPIA HARPYJA

PHILIPPINE EAGLE  PITHECOPHAGA 
JEFFERYI
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HARPY EAGLE HARPIA HARPYJA

SPECTACLED OWL PULSATRIX 
PERSPICILLATA
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JENDAY CONURE ARATINGA JANDAYA

GREEN-WINGED MACAW ARA CHLOROPTERUS
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HYACINTH MACAW ANODORHYNCHUS HYACINTHINUS

GREAT GREEN MACAW ARA AMBIGUUS

SCARLET MACAW ARA MACAO

WHITE-FRONTED AMAZON 
AMAZONA ALBIFRONS

MILITARY MACAW ARA 
MILITARIS
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WHITE-NECKED HERON ARDEA PACIFICA

ROSEATE SPOONBILL PLATALEA AJAJA

SWORD-BILLED HUMMINGBIRD ENSIFERA ENSIFERA

LITTLE BLUE HERON EGRETTA CAERULEA

WHITE-NECKED JACOBIN 
FLORISUGA MELLIVORA
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BLACK-FACED IBIS THERISTICUS MELANOPIS

GREAT BLUE HERON ARDEA HERODIAS

SNOWY EGRET EGRETTA THULA

GREAT EGRET ARDEA ALBA
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CHILEAN FLAMINGO PHOENICOPTERUS CHILENSIS
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AMERICAN FLAMINGO 
PHOENICOPTERUS RUBER
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AMERICAN FLAMINGO PHOENICOPTERUS RUBER
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ASA Member Clubs

The Foreign Bird League
The Premier Foreign Bird Keeping Society in the UK

Founded 1932
Overseas membership for 2012 £1800 (to be paid in sterling)

Please visit our website to download a membership form and check on 
the latest membership fees.

www.foreignbirdleague.com

ASA Affiliations
The Avicultural Society of America is proudly affiliated with:

American Dove Association, 
American Federation of Aviculture

LoryLeague.org
National Animal Interest Alliance        

National Finch and Softbill Society  
Zoological Association of America

Central California Avian Society 
PO Box 5067, Fresno, CA 93755   

www.ccasbirds.com

North County Aviculturists
P.O. Box 461272  Escondido, CA  

92046
chazasmith@gmail.com

Capitol City Bird Society
P.O. Box 41221  Sacramento, CA 

95841
webmaster@capitalcitybird.org

 
Pyrrhura Breeders Association 

www.pyrrhurabreedersassociation.
com

Acadiana Bird Club
Lafayette, LA  

acadianabirdinc@hotmail.com

Arizona Avicultural Society
P.O. Box 26899

Phoenix, AZ  85068
Jfreiki@cox.net

Finch Society of San Diego 
P.O. Box 1297  Fallbrook, CA  92088
www.finchsocietyofsandiego.org

Orange County Bird Breeders 
P.O. Box 1769  

Costa Mesa, CA  92628-1769
www.ocbirdbreeders.com

West Los Angeles Bird Club
531 Main St #133  

El Segundo, CA  90245-3006
www.westlabirdclub.com 

Norco Valley Bird Club
P.O. Box 65 Norco, CA  92860

Sequoia Budgerigar Society 
Sonora, CA  

parrots@sonnet.com 
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AVICULTURAL SOCIETY of AMERICA HONOR ROLL
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